Middle East Library Partnership Survey

Q1 Welcome to the Middle East Library Partnership Project Survey on International Collaboration. The purpose of this survey is to investigate the state of international collaboration between Middle East and United States libraries. You have received this survey because you are a member of a library and information science professional organization, an employee of a library or a researcher in the field of library and information science. 

 

This survey focuses on international collaborative projects between libraries, archives and other institutions. A few examples of the types of collaborations we are seeking to better understand are as follows:


	Staff exchange and training projectsProjects that seek to digitize resources and make them available online
	Conservation and preservation projects
	Cataloging projects
	Projects that seek to make international researchers aware of resources in a library
	Projects to enhance interlibrary borrowing and sharing of resources
	Library consortium projects 
	Other international projects


The survey is part of the Middle East Library Partnership Project at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and is funded by the Mellon Foundation. Please take a few minutes to complete the survey by clicking the ">>" button below. 

 

 

Q2 Browser Meta Info
Browser (1)
Version (2)
Operating System (3)
Screen Resolution (4)
Flash Version (5)
Java Support (6)
User Agent (7)

Q3 Informed Consent Form

 

Introduction



This study attempts to collect information about international collaboration between Middle East and United States libraries. The study is being conducted at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and is funded by the Mellon Foundation. 

 





Procedures

 



You will be asked a series of questions about yourself, your library, and your views on international collaborations. The questionnaire consists of 30 questions and will take approximately 30 minutes or less. Questions are designed to determine the state of international collaborations between Middle East and United States libraries and other programs, as well as to investigate views on collaborations and challenges they may face. This survey will be conducted online using an instrument created with Qualtrics.



 





Risks
 

No risks are expected from participation in this study. If you feel uncomfortable with a question, you may skip that question or withdraw from the study altogether. If you decide to quit at any point before you have finished the questionnaire, your answers will not be recorded.



 





Benefits
   



There are no direct benefits for participants. However, it is hoped that through your participation, researchers will learn more about international collaborations between Middle East and United States libraries. 



 





Confidentiality
   



All data obtained from participants will be kept confidential and will only be reported in an aggregate format (by reporting only combined results and never reporting individual ones). Quotes from open-ended questions may be used in research reports. All questionnaires will be concealed, and no one other than than primary investigator and assistant researchers listed below will have access to them. The data collected will be stored in a secure database until it has been deleted by the primary investigator. Data will be fully de-identified before being entered into any repository. 

 

Participants will be given an opportunity to identify themselves if they would like to give the researchers the opportunity to ask follow-up questions or conduct interviews. This is optional. No individual participant will be identified in reports or publications. 



 





Compensation
   



There is no direct compensation for participation in this study.



 





Participation

 



Participation in this research study is completely voluntary. You have the right to withdraw at anytime or refuse to participate entirely. If you desire to withdraw, please close your internet browser and your responses will not be recorded.

 

Institutional Review

This study is approved under UNC IRB #14-2010. 



 





Questions about the Research
   



If you have questions regarding this study, you may contact: 

 
Professor Charles Kurzman (principal investigator), Department of Sociology, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, +1.919.962.1007., kurzman@unc.edu;  John D. Martin III (research assistant),  School of Information and Library Science, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, +1.269.779.6533, john.d.martin.iii@unc.edu;  Mohamed Hamed (liaison to AFLI and MELA), Davis Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, +1.919.843.3859, mseoud@email.unc.edu. 


 


 


 


 

Questions about your Rights as Research Participants
 

If you have questions you do not feel comfortable asking the researcher, you may contact Dr. Khaled Elhalaby (advisory board member), halaby62@yahoo.com or Dr. Azzedine Bouderbane (advisory board member), bouderbane.azzedine@yahoo.fr. Or you may contact the Office of Human Research Ethics at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, +1.919.966.3113, irb_questions@unc.edu. 
 


 

 

Q4 
 I have read and understood the above consent form and agree to participate in this study. 
Yes (1)
No (2)

Q5 Please describe your professional engagement with libraries:
Librarian, archivist or other library professional (1)
Library para-professional (2)
Library administrator (3)
Library and information science educator (4)

Q6 International collaborationsIn this section, we will ask some questions about international collaborations in your library. 
 

You will be asked several basic questions in this section and then have the opportunity to write longer responses.

 

Some examples of projects of interest to this study are listed below. We are interested in similar projects that have occurred in your library. International collaborations may include regional projects as well. 

 

Examples:

 


	Cultnat at Bibilotheca Alexandrina (Alexandria, Egypt)
	Egyptian Museum Registrar Training Project (Cairo, Egypt) [http://www.arce.org/main/revolution-egyptian-museum]
	DeLib (Doha, Qatar) 
	Global Library Leadership Workshop (Cairo, Egypt) 
	UNESCO Digital Library Projects in Morocco 


Q7 Are you aware of any current international collaboration projects in your library?
Yes (1)
No (2)

Q8 Please select the types of international collaborations that have taken place in your library. 
Training programs (1)
Staff exchange (2)
Digitization of documents (3)
Preservation of documents (4)
Cataloging of documents (5)
International research exchange (6)
Interlibrary borrowing or sharing (7)
Library consortium (8)
Other (please specify) (9) ____________________

Q9 Have you been involved with any international collaboration projects in your library?
Yes (1)
No (2)

Q10 Which countries have been represented in collaborations with your library?
Write all that apply in the below.

Q11 Views on collaborationIn this section, we would like you to express some views about international collaborations in your library. The section includes several multiple choice items and several open-ended items. 

Q12 What is your opinion of the amount of international collaboration at your library? 
We need more international collaboration. (1)
We have enough international collaboration. (2)
We need less international collaboration. (3)
No answer. (4)

Q13 What are some possible benefits of international collaborations?Please give us your views and opinions on international collaborative projects. 

Q15 Examples of international collaborations

 
In this section, you will have an opportunity to tell us a little bit more about international collaborations in your department. 

 

In the first box below, we would like you to give a description or descriptions of any international collaborative projects of which you are aware in your department. 

 

Examples: 


	What were the goals of the project? 
	Who were the project&#39;s partners? 
	What was the purpose of the project? 




	Etc. 



 

In the second box below, we would like you to evaluate international collaborative projects in your department. 

 

Examples:


	How well did the project achieve the intended goals? 




	What were some benefits of the project? 
	What were the unexpected consequences of the project? 
	Etc. 


 

If there have not been any international collaborations in your department, then tell us about projects in your library instead. Or you may skip this question and move on to the next one. 


Q16 Please describe any international collaborative projects of which you are aware in your department. 
Summarize the goals and scope of the project. Feel free to add any other information that you think describes the collaboration.
 

Q17 Please evaluate the projects that you described above. Assess the project based on the goals and scope you described previously.  

Q18 Challenges to collaborationsIn this section, you will have an opportunity to tell us about challenges that international collaborations face. In the first box below, please describe, in your opinion, the most important challenges that face international collaborations. In the second box, you will be asked to suggest solutions to the challenges and obstacles that you have previously identified.If there have not been any international collaborations in your department, then tell us about projects in your library instead. Or you may skip this question and move on to the next one. 

Q19 What are some obstacles or challenges faced by international collaborative projects in your department?Please summarize causes of delay or impedance of international collaborations. 

Q20 What solutions do you suggest for the challenges or obstacles to international collaborations that you have described above?Please describe possible methods for overcoming challenges for international collaborations.

Q21 Information about your institutionIn this section, we will ask you to provide some information about your institution. Please answer to the best of your ability. If you do not know the answer to a specific question, you may skip it and move on to the next. 

Q22 In which country is your library or institution located?

Q23 Please specify the type of institution for which you work.
Academic library (1)
School library (2)
Public library (3)
Corporate library (4)
Special library (please specify type) (5) ____________________
Private library (6)
National library (7)
National archive (8)
Other public archive (please specify type) (9) ____________________
Public university (not in the library) (10)
Private university (not in the library) (11)
Research institute (12)
Other (please specify below) (13) ____________________

Q26 Does your library use an online catalog system?
Yes (1)
No (2)
I don't know. (3)

Q27 What online catalog system does your library use?Please select one choice below and fill in specific information if requested.
Proprietary system (please specify: e.g. Millennium, WorldCat Local, Encore, etc.) (1) ____________________
Open-source system (please specify: e.g. Koha, Evergreen, Invenio, etc.) (2) ____________________
System developed in-house (3)
Other (please specify) (4) ____________________
I don't know. (5)

Q28 How many records does your library have in its online catalog?Please estimate to the best of your ability and enter a number in the box below. If you do not know, you may leave this question blank. 

Q29 Does your library allow access to the online catalog to users outside the library?
Yes (1)
No (2)
I don't know. (3)

Q30 Does your library circulate materials for patron use outside the library?
Yes, patrons can check out materials for use outside the library. (1)
No, patrons are not allowed to remove materials from the library. (2)
I don't know. (3)

Q31 What is the approximate number of staff members in your library?Please estimate to the best of your ability and enter a number in the box below. If you do not know, you may leave this question blank. 

Q32 Information about youIn this section we will ask you to provide some basic information about yourself. 

Q33 Please indicate your age.
Under 30 years (1)
30-39 years (2)
40-49 years (3)
50-59 years (4)
60-69 years (5)
70-79 years (6)
80 years or older (7)

Q34 Please indicate your sex.
Male (1)
Female (2)

Q35 What is your national origin?

Q36 Are you a member of any of the following professional organizations related to library and information science?
Please select all that apply. You may specify any additional organizations for library and information science  below.
Arab Federation for Libraries and Information (AFLI) (1)
Middle East Librarians Association (MELA) (2)
Special Libraries Association Arabian Gulf Chapter (SLA-AGC) (3)
Other SLA chapter (please specify) (4) ____________________
International Federation for Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) (5)
Association for Information Science and Technology (ASIS&T) (6)
Association for Library and Information Science Education (ALISE) (7)
American Library Association (ALA) (8)
Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) (Please specify any special interest groups, e.g. SIGIR, SIGCAS, etc.) (9) ____________________
Other library and information science organizations (please specify): (10) ____________________

Q37 What level of academic or professional education you have completed? 
Please select all that apply.
Undergraduate Degree in Library and Information Science (BLIS, BSIS, BSLS, BALS, BA, etc.) (1)
Professional / graduate Degree in Library and Information Science (MIS, MLS, MLIS, MSIS, MSLS, etc.) (2)
Other 4-year College or University Degree (BA, AB, BS) (Please indicate field below) (3) ____________________
Other Masters Degree (MA, MS) (Please indicate field below) (4) ____________________
Doctoral Degree (PhD) (Please indicate field below) (5) ____________________
Other professional degree (MD, JD) (Please specify degree below) (6) ____________________
None of the above (7)

Q38 How many years have you worked at your institution?
Less than 1 year (1)
1 to 5 years (2)
6 to 10 years (3)
11 to 20 years (4)
More than 20 years (5)

Q39 What is the job title associated with your current position?

Q40 How long have you held your current position?
Less than 1 year (1)
1 to 5 years (2)
6 to 10 years (3)
11 to 20 years (4)
More than 20 years (5)

Q41 Provide further informationPlease feel free to provide us any further opinions about international collaborations between Middle East and United States libraries. 

You may include your opinion in the box below. 


Q42 If you are interested in providing further information, we invite you to leave your contact information below. If you choose to volunteer your information, the researchers may contact you with follow-up questions or to request an interview. If you do not wish to provide further information, please leave this section blank and click the ">>" button below. 

Q43 Would you like to be notified about the results of this study?
Yes (1)
No (2)

Q44 May we contact you for further information or to arrange an interview?
Yes (1)
No (2)

Q45 Contact information
Name (1)
Email Address (2)
Phone number (3)
Name of library or institution (4)

